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COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20004

Memorandum

¯To:

From:

Date:

Subject:

Members of the Council

Phyllis Jones, Secretary to the Council~

October 26, 1992

Referral of Proposed Legislation

Notice is given that the attached proposed legislation has been
introduced in the Office of the Secretary on October 22, 1992.
Copies are available in Room 28, Legislative Services Division.

TITLE: Albert Pike, Ku Klux Klan Memorial Statue, Removal
Resolution of 1992, PR 9-526

INTRODUCED BY:    Councilmember Lightfoot

The Chairman is referring this proposed legislation to the Committee
of the Whole.

cc: General Counsel
Legislative Services Division
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Couneilmember W|l~mf Lighlfoot
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A P_.RO]~OSEI) RESOI,UTI()N O4

O5

IN TttE COUNCIL OF TtTE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA O6

O7

CouneilmembEr William P. l,ightfoot introduced the following resolutiou,
which was referred 1o theC’,ommd:tee" o~

O8
09

To request that the President of the United S~ates remove a memorial
statue maintained by lhE U.S. l)epartmont of Labor which honors

Albert Pike, Confederate GeT~eral and Scottish Rit~ Southern
Jurisdiction Sovereign Grand Commm~dor a~)d chief retarder of the
post-Civil War Ku Klux Klan).
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RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCII, OF THE I)ISTR.ICT OF COLUMBIA,

That this resolution may be eiled ns th~ "Alb~rt Pike, Ku Klux Klan

Memorial Statue, Removal Re~olulio. of 1992".

Sac. 2. The Council of lhe l-)i~trict of lho (?olumbia finds thai::

(a) A memorial statue of Albert Pike ~tnnd~ at Judiciary Square

the District of Columbia, h0ving been dodlented h~ i901;

(b) The statue stands on public brad of ltm U~dtod States, and is

maintained at the public expens~ of U.ited St~l:e~ taxpayers;
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(c) Albert Pike was a chief fo.nder an(! strategist of th~ Ku Klux

Klan in fh~ years ~ollowing the Civil War, the ..nmt a.dieinry Officgr"

of th~ Ku. Klux Klan and the ~r~,nc: Dragon of tim K. Kl.x Klan in

Arkansas;

(d) The United Statos Congress, on April ~ and 5, 1898, authorized

a privat~ organization to plae~ the siat.e ~ff Albert Piko on the public land

o~ th~ United Stat~s, b~ing falsoly in~orm~(l o~dy that Albert Pik~ was a

l~ad~r o[ whi(~ ~r~omasons in. ~he so.th~r,~ utatou, and "a diuting.ish~d

citizen of the United States, an able lawyer ant1 statesman, an accomplished

poet, and a brave soldier. ""

(e) The Massachusetts born Albert Piko wa~ a Brigadier General of

the Confederate Army, when troops ~nder his command committed atrocities

and war erim~u against United Stale~ ~oldi~ru, (:~).sb)g a protest from the

United Sfate~ agai:~st the Confederate Army, whereupon Pike was relieved

of his command and placed .nder arrest by the Confederate Army;

(f) Albert Pike was indicted for treason against the Uniled States

and fled prosec.tion by escaping to the ~orritory of Great Britain;

(g) The News Quarterly, a o.blieatio~ of the Prine~ Hall freemasons,

in its Spring 1992 edition, reprinted lhe most famous poem of the Ku Klux

Klan, attributed to Albert Pike, called "l)~ai:b~s Brig~.o , which is a

terrorist threat against African-Americans and all loyal citizens, and the

Prince Hall p.blieation deno.wced th¢~ ~tat.~ of r<. El.s I<lan leader Albert

Pik~ as "a.n ffa .font to th~ pr~domiwnntly Afrienv~-Ameriean pop.lation of

the District of Columbia;

(h) The K. Klux Klan was an i~)~lr.monl of mass murder, lerrorism,

judicial barbarism, false impriuonment, kidn~ppi~)~ and lort.r~, designod

to re-enslave newly freed Afrtean-~Amorieanu, a.(1 to prew~nt the
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establishment of modern industrinl, labor nnd livit~g conditions it~ the 01

southern states; and 02

(i) A statue representin~ a "Confed~rat.o--siyle justice" should not 03

symbolically stand guard over Judiciary Sqt~nr~ at a tim~ when the rights

and living conditions of ordinary hm~riea~ citizen~ are ~mder severe05

attack, and it i~ an ouirage, affrotlt: and il*silll 1o th~ people of the 06

Washington, and to all humanity who m~.y look to the capitol of the United07

States as the seat of justice and freedom. 08

KESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIT, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBTA,09

That the Council of the District of Coh~mbia reque~t:s that the 10

Presiden~ of the United States boner its req~lost to remov~ the statue11

located at [ndiat~a Avenue and 3rd Sl.reet~, i~ .b~dieiary Sq~mre, which is12

maintained by the U.S. Department ¢~f Labor, tt~i~ stratum of Albert Pike,13

Chief Judiciary Officer and Grand Dragon of lh~ Ku Elux Klan.

Sec. 3. The Secretary of t.be Council of ~he Di~tric~ of Coh~mbla shall

transmit a copy of this resoh~tio~, ~pon its a(]o~tio~l, t:o the President of16

the United States, the Secretary of the l)opartmo~)t of b~terior, the Office17

of the Mayor, Ut)ited States t[o~se of R~preset~t~.tives, Committee on tbe18

District of Columbia and to the Delegale of the District of Columbia. 19

See. 4. Thi~ r~solution ~hall ~ake ~’f~et immediately ~pon the first 20

date of publication in either the T)intrit~[ of Colombia Rogintor, the District21

of Columbia Statuter-at-Lar~e, or th~ [)i~rict of Col~m, hia Municipal 22

R~gulations. 23


